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Synopsis

Emilia and Teo’s lives changed in a fiery, terrifying instant when a bird strike brought down the plane
their stunt pilot mothers were flying. Teo’s mother died immediately, but Em’s survived, determined
to raise Teo according to his late mother’s wishesa ”in a place where he won'’t be discriminated
against because of the color of his skin. But in 1930s America, a white woman raising a black
adoptive son alongside a white daughter is too often seen as a threat. Seeking a home where her
children won’t be held back by ethnicity or gender, Rhoda brings Em and Teo to Ethiopia, and all
three fall in love with the beautiful, peaceful country. But that peace is shattered by the threat of war
with Italy, and teenage Em and Teo are drawn into the conflict. Will their devotion to their country, its
culture and people, and each other be their downfalla |or their salvation? In the tradition of her
award-winning and bestselling Code Name Verity, Elizabeth Wein brings us another thrilling and
deeply affecting novel that explores the bonds of friendship, the resilience of young pilots, and the

strength of the human spirit.
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| think my favorite part of this book was how rich the historical setting and details are. Evidence of
how hard the author worked to get things right are seen throughout the entire book. She brings to
life a part of the WWII era not often explored, in fiction or otherwise, the Italian invasion of Ethiopia
and how WWII impacted this part of the world. She also brings to life a culture that is unique,
colorful, and different than any Westerners are used to. She definitely transports her readers in
every way, the hallmark of a great historical fiction writer.l also really enjoyed her characters; all are
different and exceptional. Steady Teo, intrepid Em, and protective Rhoda all make their mark on the
readerA¢A A™s hearts. Even Delia has a strong presence, even though she was dead for most the
book. She serves as a motivation and driver for the book after that event due to her strong
personality early on. The secondary characters also exhibit their own personality traits and quirks,
making them remarkable and remember-able to the reader long after reading.The format of the
story was different than I1A¢A A™ve seen used before, but then, IA¢A A™ve grown to expect that
from this author. The story is told in a combination of letters, memories, flight logs, and fictional
stories written by Teo and Em. | liked how this gave the story a distinctive feel and flow. The only
part | wasnA¢A A™t that thrilled with was the fictional story parts. As they were written by children,
of course their tone and content will be way different than the flight logs and such. But | found
myself thrown out of the story more than once trying to digest these pieces in the middle of the
others.Overall, this is a great book looking at a part of WWII that isnA¢A A™t often explored in
WWII literature. Great characters and historical details make this an engrossing read and puts the
story into the readerA¢A A™s hearts hard. The unique format works in most places but not as well
in others. Still definitely a book to look at and recommend to lovers of the genre. Another great

example of this authorA¢A A™s work as well.

| love all of Elizabeth wein’s books that | have read. This one is a little different but | liked the

different setting as it was something that | didn’t know much about.

Gave me knowledge and enough of life

Americans Rhoda and Delia met during the Great War and immediately became soulmates. Both
marry: Rhoda an ltalian and Delia an Ethiopian, and both have children, a girl and a boy,
respectively. Together they performed airplane acrobatics as Black Dove (Delia) and White Raven
(Rhoda) and raised their children aloneA¢A A’until the day Delia died from a bird strike. But she and

Rhoda had a dream: to go live in Ethiopia, where Delia and her son Teo would live a life without the



segregation rampant in the United States in the 1920s; Rhoda was still determined to make that
dream come true, and eventually it did. But the little family of threeA¢A A’Rhoda, daughter Emilia,
and TeoA¢A A”are about to lose their happy life when the Italians advance on Ethiopia.Taking place
mainly in the 1930s, and told alternately by Em, Teo, and through their fictional Black Dove/White
Raven stories in which the fears emerging in their lives take fictional form, this appealing adventure
story follows Em and Teo from their earliest memories to the "now" of the threat of Italian invasion,
where Rhoda fights for their home and Teo learns a horrifying secret about his father that affects his
future. Both children learn to fly from Rhoda, but while Teo is a natural pilot, Em struggles with each
flight, until a crisis forces her to face her fears.Wein paints a lovely portrait of pre-invasion Ethiopia,
where modern medicine and respect for native culture co-exist, and of the bond shared by Delia and
Rhoda that lasts beyond death and the friendship of Emilia and Teo. Rhoda’s unconventional
Quaker family is also a compelling factor in the opening chapters of the book. The landscapes are
lovingly drawn and, as always in a Wein novel, the magic and majesty of flying has a prominent role.
While the situation may not be quite as compelling as CODE NAME VERITY, the characters and
setting are unforgettable.
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